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BY BARBARA THORNBURG + PHOTOGRAPHED BY FERNANDO BENGOECHEA

iving in a gallery can’t be easy—
all those 16th century Procaccini and Bedoli draw-
ings on the walls and mirror-finish Biedermeier
chairs for lounging. But for art dealers Stuart and
Beverly Denenberg, blurring the lines between
home and work comes naturally in their minimal-
ist Los Angeles house because it doubles as their
gallery space. “There is no separation between
who we are and what we do,” says Swart, who has
been dealing in Old Master prints and drawings
for nearly 40 years. “Art is our whole life.”

T'he couple found the house two years ago after
seeing a listing advertising an “architectural land-
mark for sale.” “Our vision was to have a private
gallery with exhibition space and a residence all in
one,” Stuart says. For Beverly, a third-generation
Southern Californian and a founding director of
the Los Angeles Conservancy, living in a land-
mark building struck an instant chord. The cou-
ple visited the property the next morning, and
twor days later they handed the real estate agent a
. “Ttwas mstant building karma,” Stuart says.

Formerly owned by architect Michael Morrison,
the two-story structure, begun in the late 1960s
and completed in 1979, is on the site of a former
colonial-style house at Ashcroft and San Vicente
Boulevard. The building served as an antiques
emporimm and design studio for the mid-century
architect, who began his career working for de-
signer William “Billie” Haines after World War II.

The building’s location seemed ideal, and it had
“great bones,” Beverly says, but she admits they
were somewhar blinded to its physical condirion.
“The first ime we saw it, the main floor was floor w
ceiling with antiques, everything from a Roman cis-
tern to circus animals, and there was a wrought-iron
staircase leading o nowhere,” Beverly says. “Who
could see with all those antiques everywhere?”

Me couple began renovations by reallocating
space 1o accommadate a private residence and exhi-
bition space. An enclosed atrium was joined to the
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first-floor gallery 1o enkarge that space. Nes  acdcbedd new plumbing and electrical
wiring, air conditioning and alarm sysems, high-end Internet eabling and UV-pro-
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